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A MANLY ADDRESS

The National Atro American Council Is-

sues

¬

a Pronunciamento Defining the

Status and Duty of the AfnrAmencan
The Civil Rights of the Black Man

Sensible acd Timely Advice

Members of the National Afro American
Council- - Your committee to whom was le
terred the work of preparing the address to
the country as an expression of the opinion
of the National Atro American Council begs
loave to report the following for your consid-

eration
¬

In every democracy the ballot is re
garded as the chief safeguard of the
rights and immunities of the citizen
In every democracy reasonable restric ¬

tions upon the exercise of the elective
franchise have been imposed npon the
electorate in the best interest of the
State but in all such democraeies such
restrictions have been imposed without
invidious distinction upon all the
members of the citizenship
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It Is universally regarded as a fact
incontestible not only in this Repub-
lic

¬

but in all republics ancient and
modern that a voteless citizen is a man
who had no rights that citizens who
vote feel hound to respect We feel
that all of the inequality under the
law which has grown out of conditions
that have developed since the subver
sion of the reconstruction governments
In 1876 hinges entirely upon the dispro
portionate influence whioh Afro- - Amer-
ican

¬

citizens through the Indisposition
or negligence of the national govern-
ment

¬

have exercised in the States of
the Union where they preponderate nu-

merically
¬

or are a respectable minority
We feel it to be of supreme moment

to protest against the nullification by
fundamental enactment of the suffrage
provisions of the Federal Constitution
by the States of Mississippi South Car-
olina

¬

Louisiana and North Carolina
and against tbe accomplishment of the
same purpose by the late slave holding
group of StateB by indirect but meth-
ods

¬

equally as repugnant to constitu-
tional

¬

provisions and sound morality
The equality of citizens of the Re

publio under the Federal Constitution
is a principle of the government which
affeota all alike and infraction of the
rights of one inevitably involves in-
fraction

¬

of the rights of the other The
tendency towardB disfranchisement ie
not a race question nor a sectional
question although for the present we
are the principal victims ef it it is
national quefition and affects all of the
citizens of the United States because
where we are injured in our rightB to-

day
¬

others may be injured in theirs to-
morrow

¬

indeed If a fundamental
guarantee of the right of life liberty or
property unde the Constitution in
which we are vitally concerned may
be violated with impunity there is no
reason why the cognate rights of others
mar not at Borne state four poIitiM be

I
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violated with equal impunity We re ¬

gard it as an immoral and unprece
dented construction of the fourteenth
amendment to covertly seek to reb a
large number of the citizenship of this
country by State nullification of the
precious rights guaranteed to them by
tbe fourteenth amendment Whatwe
contend for is that the citizenship of
the United States as prescribed by tbe
supreme law should not be affected in
any of its parts for wbater reason by
any co ordinate member of the federal
compact

We are not opposed to restriction of
Buflrage rights by any State by prop-
erty

¬

or educational test which shall
apply to all citizens alike but we main
tain the State constitutions of Missis-

sippi
¬

South Carolina North Carolina
and Laulsiana enacted by a minority
of the citizens of those States without
submission for ratification to the people
confessing that the action would not
receive the approval of the people are
immoral in their parpose in contra ¬

vention of positive guarantees of the
Federal Constitution and in directvio
lalion of the reconstruction acts by
which those States were re admitted
into the Union

The suffrage rights of the Afro
American people assured by the valor
orous conduct of tht 180000 black sol-

diers
¬

who fought to preserve the Union
of our States and to suppress slave
power is the priceless jewel that we
enjoy as the result of that valor and
we are unalterably opposed to any re
strictlon of it which doeB not apply to
all citizens of the State alike

The Interests of the white men of
the South are as mueh involved in this
suffrage question as are ours Their in-

terests
¬

ao identical with ours what
benefits them must benefit ub what in
jures them muBt injure us It should
not be difficult for them to see that
forcing this question into the promi
nence which has been true of late can
not be injurious to their influence as
well as to their own in the government
There is not a member of this Council
who does not know that the white man
of the South can be generous as well
as magnanimous and where our in
teres ts are so generally intertwined we
have a just right and we do not feel
that we entertain it in vain to ask
them to make a larger exhibition of
this generosity and magnanimity whioh
we know by personal experience to form
so large a part of their character

1 We feel to say to them that it Ib
well to have the strength of a giant
but at the Bametime we ask them if it
is wise to use euch strength as a giant
Let the Afio- -American people stand un
flinchingly by their suffrage rights It
is a life and death struggle Looking
at It from this point of view we should
be unfaithful to the truBt committed to
ub If we did not warn the race against
the danger of supporting any man or
party in the North or South who Is op
posed to the full and free exercise of
the elective franchise under the provis ¬

ions of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments to the Constitution

We have faith to believe that revo
lutions never go baekwards and that
the abiding senBe ofjustice in the Ameri
can people North and South will ulti ¬

mately impel them to concede to ub all
that we contend for and which is in
herently ours as it la theirs and we be-

lieve
¬

that the God of our destiny will
guide ub to that good understanding
which is the basis of national power
and happiness

Mis Prlecilla Jones of 188114th street
went to Bichmond this week to reinaia
ten daya
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X- - Bay is use for examination and uianosis Gtinibii atciUitt treat sll
chrcnlo diseases of man aid women catairh rheumatism brain a torn act
hear t kidney bladder hemorrhoids piles curtd vitality restored

RUPTUKE CUKED
Latest electric discovery no kiiife no injection no pain Trusses an trial

Private diBeaBes stricture impotency varicocele hydiccele Fjpnilit c sklnnd
bleod poiBon cured vriintut mei curp Ebwcial attention givtu to oid aad un
called Incurable cases treated ad curt acecmplis bed Bcurs 10 to 12 2 U 6
Tuesdays and Saturdays till 8 evening DR CZARRA

316 6th street and 494 Louisiana avenue northwest
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By EDWARD A JOHNSON
Author of the Famous School History of the Negro Race

COftTAIKR Fen plclureBol the DarlDg Charges made by Negro Soldier at Han
Juan El Cnneyand around Santiago Corpoial Brown killed at his post whlleflringa
cannon Mhlch knocked over the block bcue and saved the Rough Riders Sergeant
Berry the colored soldier ho was flist lo raise the An encan flag on San Ji an Hlli
The glcwing tribute to WcKinley Miles Roohevelt and manyotherBon tbe
ot Negro Soldiers General Morgan advocates Negio officers Antonio and Jose Macio
Gomez Miss Olseros and the Cuban Wornm Cavalry The Negro Paymasters In th
Army The Negro Poet Paul Lawrence unhsr Eddie Savoythe colored man who
outwitted the diplomacy ol lhe Spanlth Minister at Washington The Negro who feala
Uncle Sams money The colored Register ot the Treasury who has to sign Uncle 8ams
money to make it good

Every Page Hrlmfnl of New and Interesting Reading with about fllty hail
to ie and line engravings ol soldier officers and sc ents of the late Spanish American
War with A fink picture of aguinaldo his headquarters a Filipino lady ol M-
anila

¬

and a brief tkelch ot the PLlllpiDos anc theii civilization
Handsome Picture of General Kelson A allies the Major General in com-

mand
¬

c f all the American Army who said the fighting ol tte colored soldiers around
Santiago was without a parallel in the history of the world All lor 31 Much in
Little Mailed Free

AGENTS WANTED
percentage Send for copy of book and Agents terms Address

K A
Corner West and Lenoir Streets Baleigh North Carolina

A WIFE WANTED

Wanted Mr A a prosperou
young colored business man of thie
city desires to open correspondence
with Borne young lady with a view to
marriage The only requirement is
that the lady applying must not be
above forty years of age and must own
some property Ladles Jiving m an
section oi the country may apply

Address all communications to Mr
A in care ofThe Colored American

Washington D C

DRESSMAKING ACADEMY

The de Lam Orton Famous trench
Perfection Tailor 8ystem Academ
Mme J A Smallwood Sole Ager
1513 Madison 8t Northwest

Morning class from 9 a m to 1 p n
Afternoon class 2 to 5 p m daily
Evenings from 730 to 10 oclock

Mondays Wednesdays and Friday
Dressmakers and ladies who wish to at
their own dressmaking

Ife Wanted To learn the wrmrioi- -

ful De Lamorton French PerfecOoi
Taylor SyBtem Seamless Basquea
without one inch of visible seam ii
lining or goods not even on the shoul
der Successful Dressmaking requirei
as much earnest progressive study a
successful work in any of the profeB
Bions No detail is too small to bt
carefully looked after We teach you
to make dreaBea with or without searr
and guarantee perfect fits and com
pleteyour course with a diploma

Pupils can enter at any time
Biuui osra begins Jmn lSlk
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HISTOrlY of the COLORED SOLDIERS

IN THE SPAH1SH AHRBICAN WAR
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FREE
SCOTTS MAGIC HAIR

STRAIGHTENER AND GROWER

BEFORE AFTER
is the recipe or a Celebrated Chemist and ii
guaranteed to be absolutely safe and harmless
It is the most wonderful preparation in tbe world

to make kinky knotty stubborn harsh
short and thin hair long thick beautiful
straight soft glossy and pliable It stop

hair from falling oat promotes a rapid grovtb
restores natural colsr and gives health to th
hair and scalp by positively curing dandruff and
all SCalp diseases This marvelous remedy grows

hair on bald heads and tbin places Please try it
and also read some of the testimonials from thous-
ands

¬

of persons who are now using it Price 30

and 55 cents by mail Little Hero Fills 10 and
25cents Scotfs Face Bleach and BeaBtiner30cent
Seotta Mustache Forcer 15 cents 8eotfs Catarrh
Cure Liquid 15 cts Scotfs Nasal Cream for Cat ¬

arrh 25 cts Dr Marlans Female Tabloids for Fe ¬

male troubles 15 cU Scotfs Wonderful Pile Care

25 cts NOTICE I With each order of one or more

of any of our remedies ire will send you a free treat ¬

ment of our Celebrated Little Hero Pills for all fores
of Kidney Liver Stomach and Urinary DisessM
at Drug Stores or sent by MAIL on receipt of price
Stamps accepted Agents wanted can male 175 t

150 per month Write to day for lnstructiens
close stamps for reply P O BOX 570

SCOTT REMEDY CO Louisville Ey

1

ISrlRS DR RBNNER
SPECIALIST

on obstetrics gold medal awarded tor tbe
science ol obstetrlca from tbe TJnlversltyoi
Muni ch Bavaria treats Eucceseinlly women1
complaints and Irregularities prtvato naaiB
rlnm for ladles before and dnrlxu conon
mentt Office boors lrm 8 to 9 pc

Peas AvaaaCi
Wuiutectat9


